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To:  The  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  City  of  Peterborough. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  first  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
City  of  Peterborough.  I  have  tried,  as  far  as  possible,  to  keep  statistics 
out  of  the  body  of  the  Report  and  have  included  these  in  an  appendix. 

The  year  was  notable  in  that  there  was  an  outbreak  of  paratyphoid 
fever  in  the  City,  centred  round  the  Peterborough  and  District  Memorial 
Hospital,  and  also  because  there  was  a  measles  epidemic  which  resulted  in 
1,206  cases  being  notified. 

It  is  regrettable  that  once  again  there  has  been  a  drop  in  the 
number  of  houses  built  by  the  Corporation  and  added  to  that  the 
waiting  list  for  Council  houses  has  increased  over  that  of  last  year.  Good 
housing  is  an  essential  corner  stone  in  the  battle  to  improve  health,  both 
physical  and  mental.  Unfit  houses  and  overcrowded  conditions  are  inimical 
to  health.  The  temporary  accommodation  at  Westwood  Camp  and 
the  Oundle  Road  flats  are  poor  substitutes  for  houses  and  it  is  pleasing 
that  the  Council  intends  to  demolish  these  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

The  health  of  the  community  depends  to  a  large  extent  on 
the  environment,  and  the  work  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his 
staff  in  seeing  that  this  is  satisfactory  proceeds  relentlessly  each  day. 
Nothing  spectacular  is  seen,  but  results  are  manifest  in  a  gradual 
improvement  in  the  public  health. 

Mr.  Hall,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  his  report,  mentions  that 
there  are  241  caravans  on  56  sites  in  the  City.  Nearly  all  of  these  are  on 
main  drainage.  To  ensure  that  they  are  maintained  in  good  order  and  that 
sanitary  conditions  are  satisfactory  entails  a  great  deal  of  work  on  the  part 
of  the  inspectorial  staff. 

In  the  Clean  Food  Campaign  the  public  could  help  considerably  by 
demanding  a  high  standard  of  cleanliness  in  food  premises  and  by 
complaint  direct  to  the  Health  Department,  not  by  anonymous  letters  to 
the  press. 

Meat  inspection  continues  to  throw  a  great  strain  on  the  staff  of 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  much  of  this  work  is  done  in  out  of 
duty  hours.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  23  cases  of  Cysticercus  bovis  were 
found.  This  disease  seems  to  be  on  the  increase  and  the  Meat  Inspectors 
are  continually  on  the  look  out  for  this  condition. 

Inspections  to  various  premises  registered  or  controlled  by  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  and  Regulations  made  thereunder  have  continued  to 
increase.  As  a  large  number  of  the  shops  are  general  food  shops  the 
work  involved  is  extremely  arduous  and  complicated. 
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My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Hall,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for 
his  willing  help  and  wise  guidance,  to  my  other  fellow  Chief  Officers  for 
their  help  and  kindness  shown  to  me,  to  my  colleague  Dr.  Nisbet,  the 
County  Medical  Officer,  for  the  willing  way  in  which  he  has  co-operated 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  City,  to  Mr.  Colman  for  his  report  on  the 
weather  conditions  and  to  my  own  clerical  staff  for  their  patience  during 
the  preparation  of  this  Report.  To  the  Public  Health  Committee  I  would 
like  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  patience  and  tolerance  they  have 
shown  to  “a  new  boy.”  1  would  also  like  to  thank  Dr.  Swinney, 
my  predecessor,  who  resigned  on  the  31st  July  to  take  up  a  new  appoint¬ 
ment,  for  the  manner  in  which  he  left  all  the  records. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.DISON 
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SECTION  I 
STATISTICS 


Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  of  Peter¬ 
borough  is  54,210  which  shows  a  decrease  of  30  over  the  estimated 
population  for  the  previous  year.  The  fact  that  the  population  of  this 
thriving  town  has  dropped  is  rather  surprising  and  one  wonders  how  far 
it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  many  who  are  employed  in  Peterborough  have 
had  to  live  outside  the  City  because  of  the  inability  to  obtain  accommoda¬ 
tion  within  the  City  boundary. 

Peterborough  is  still  attracting  people  from  other  areas  and  I  think 
the  above  is  a  likely  explanation  for  the  fall  in  population. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population,  that  is  the  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  was  267,  and  this  fact  makes  it  all  the  more  surprising  that 
there  has  been  a  drop  in  the  estimated  population. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  was  16.69  which  is  the 
highest  since  1947  when  the  rate  was  17.4,  and  considerably  higher  than 
the  national  figure  for  England  and  Wales  of  15.  In  all  there  were  905 
Live  Births  of  which  488  were  males  and  417  were  females.  It  is  a  fairly 
well  established  fact  that,  as  a  rule,  more  males  are  born  than  females. 

The  increase  in  the  Birth  Rate  is  encouraging  but  one  wonders  how 
far  this  is  due  to  the  higher  birth  rate  amongst  foreigners  of  whom  there 
are  quite  a  number  now  living  in  Peterborough. 

Of  the  children  born  during  the  year  53  were  illegitimate  and  again 
in  this  class  more  males  than  females  were  born.  There  were  17  still  births 
during  the  year  and  this  figure  shows  a  considerable  increase  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  but  the  Still  Birth  Rate  in  the  City  was  still  below 
that  for  England  and  Wales.  There  can  be  no  greater  tragedy  than  that 
a  woman  should  carry  a  baby  for  nine  months  and  then  produce  a  still¬ 
born  child  and  continual  research  is  going  on  in  an  endeavour  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  cause  of  still  births  and  to  try  to  prevent  this  disaster  from 
occurring. 

Death  Rate. 

The  crude  Death  Rate  for  the  year  was  11.77  per  thousand  popula¬ 
tion.  By  multiplying  this  figure  by  the  Registrar  General’s  comparability 
factor  of  0.95  to  make  allowance  for  the  age  and  sex  distribution,  a 
corrected  Death  Rate  of  11.18  is  obtained,  which  is  slightly  higher  than 
that  for  the  previous  year,  but  still  lower  than  the  figure  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Circulatory  diseases  accounted  for  328  of  all  deaths,  which  shows 
an  increase  of  24  over  1954.  There  were  102  deaths  due  to  vascular 
diseases  of  the  nervous  system,  while  coronary  diseases  accounted  for  96, 
a  slight  increase  over  the  previous  year.  There  are  many  theories  as  to 


7 


why  coronary  disease  is  on  the  increase,  but  as  yet  there  is  no  cut  and 
dried  answer.  Malignant  diseases  accounted  for  103  deaths  and  this  figure 
is  almost  identical  with  that  of  1954,  but  deaths  due  to  carcinoma  of  the 
lung  and  bronchus  increased  from  18  to  21  and  it  is  of  importance  to  note 
that  of  the  deaths  in  this  group  18  occurred  in  men  and  3  in  women, 
following  the  same  pattern  as  in  previous  years.  The  increase  of  deaths 
in  this  class  gives  rise  to  some  concern  and  as  there  is  evidence  to  support 
the  theory  that  smoking  increases  the  incidence  of  carcinoma  of  the 
bronchus,  it  would  appear  to  be  the  duty  of  all  of  us  to  do  all  in  our 
power  to  discourage  youths  from  starting  the  smoking  habit  and  becoming 
slaves  to  “Lady  Nicotine.’’ 

It  is  in  my  opinion  fallacious  to  use  the  argument  that  because  the 
chances  of  contracting  carcinoma  of  the  bronchus  are  small  no  action 
need  be  taken.  The  disease  is  on  the  increase  and  it  should  be  halted 
before  it  becomes  a  dangerous  killer  and  we  should  not  wait  until  the 
incidence  has  reached  frightening  proportions  before  taking  action. 

Deaths  due  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  showed  a 
welcome  decrease  and  the  good  weather  during  1955  may  have  contributed 
to  this.  There  was,  however,  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  the  year,  and  this  is  to  be  regretted.  Motor 
vehicle  accidents  accounted  for  10  deaths  as  compared  with  6  in  the 
previous  year  and  it  would  appear  that  this  is  the  penalty  for  progress. 
Other  accidents  were  responsible  for  13  persons  losing  their  lives.  It  is 
indeed  a  sorry  reflection  that  23  persons  needlessly  died,  for  accidents  do 
not  just  occur,  they  are  caused  and  can  always  be  prevented. 

10  persons  took  their  own  lives  as  compared  with  6  in  1954.  Mental 
ill-health  is  a  serious  problem  in  the  country  today.  There  are  many 
contributory  factors  to  this  and  treatment  is  continually  improving.  It  is 
therefore  a  cause  for  great  concern  to  realise  that  so  many  people  in 
order  to  escape  from  the  stresses  and  strains  of  the  modern  world  have 
had  to  resort  to  taking  their  own  lives. 

It  is  once  again  a  pleasure  to  report  that  there  have  been  no 
deaths  due  to  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  measles  or  acute  poliomyelitis. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

24  infants,  that  is  children  under  the  age  of  one  year,  died  during 
1955,  an  increase  of  4  over  the  previous  year.  This  increase  is  regrettable 
as  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  City  is  now  higher  than  the  national 
figure  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  these  24  infants,  19  died  before  they 
reached  the  age  of  4  weeks,  that  is  in  the  neo-natal  period.  The  improved 
care  of  infants  has  drastically  reduced  the  infant  mortality  rate,  but  the 
neo-natal  mortality  rate  has  remained  high  throughout  the  country  and  it 
is  for  this  group  that  more  research  is  needed,  and  I  doubt  whether  there 
will  be  any  dramatic  decline  in  the  infant  mortality  rate  until  the  neo¬ 
natal  mortality  rate  can  be  improved. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate. 

There  was  1  death  due  to  childbirth  during  the  year  giving  a  maternal 
mortality  rate  of  1.08  per  thousand  total  births. 


SECTION  II 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  year  was  notable  as  regards  infectious  diseases  in  that  there 
was  a  measles  epidemic  and  an  outbreak  of  paratyphoid  fever  in  the  City. 
The  individual  infectious  diseases  are  briefly  commented  upon  below: — 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  only  18  cases  of  scarlet  fever  during  the  year  and  12 
of  these  occurred  in  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  10,  thus  showing 
that  once  a  child  leaves  the  protective  environment  of  his  own  home  and 
enters  school,  he  is  more  liable  to  this  infection.  The  disease  continues  to 
be  of  a  mild  nature  and  all  but  one  of  the  cases  were  treated  at  home. 
Scarlet  fever  has  ceased  to  become  the  killer  it  was  and  this  in  my 
opinion  is  due  mainly  to  the  antibiotics  which  are  now  in  use. 

Diphtheria. 

Once  again  it  is  extremely  pleasing  to  report  that  there  have  been 
no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  City.  This  state  of  affairs  is  no  doubt  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  immunisation  rate  against  the  disease  continues  to 
remain  high  in  Peterborough.  It  is,  however,  distressing  to  note  that  this 
rate  is  dropping  steadily  throughout  the  country  and  in  order  to  obviate 
a  resurgence  of  this  disease  a  concerted  effort  must  be  made  to  educate 
all  parents  in  their  responsibility  to  ensure  that  their  babies  are 
immunised  against  diphtheria  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year  and  that 
the  children  should  have  a  booster  injection  before,  or  shortly  after, 
attaining  their  fifth  year.  It  is  only  by  keeping  the  herd  immunity  high 
that  diphtheria  will  be  kept  at  bay. 

Measles. 

1955  was  undoubtedly  a  measles  year.  There  were  1,206  cases 
notified  during  the  year  but  this  figure  is  considerably  less  than  the 
number  of  notifications  in  1952,  the  last  epidemic  year.  The  epidemic 
undoubtedly  threw  a  great  strain  on  the  general  practitioners  in  the  City. 
More  than  half  the  cases  occurred  during  the  month  of  March  and  there  were 
215  cases  notified  during  the  week  ending  the  Pith  of  that  month.  The  second 
highest  number  of  cases  were  notified  during  the  month  of  April.  The 
disease  appeared  to  be  of  a  fairly  mild  nature  and  the  vast  majority  of 
cases  were  nursed  at  home.  Over  half  of  the  cases  notified  occurred  in 
children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  10  and  only  10  cases  were  notified 
for  persons  over  the  age  of  10. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough 
notified,  but  the  figure  of  280  falls  far  short  of  398  cases  notified  in  1951. 
Again  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  40%  of  the  cases  occurred  in  children 
between  the  ages  of  5  and  10.  There  was  one  case  notified  for  an  adult 
of  46  and  17  cases  occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  one  year. 
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There  is  evidence  to  show  that  whooping  cough  immunisation  does 
cut  down  the  risk  of  infection  and  many  doctors  today  use  a  combined 
vaccine  which  protects  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough.  There 
were  no  deaths  due  to  the  disease. 


Acute  pneumonia. 

There  was  an  increase  of  5  in  the  number  of  persons  notified  as 
suffering  from  acute  pneumonia.  12  of  these  cases  occurred  in  persons 
between  the  ages  of  45  and  65  and  only  one  occurred  in  the  under  one 
year  old  age  group.  There  was  one  death  due  to  this  disease.  There 
were,  however,  5  deaths  due  to  pneumonia  which  had  not  been  notified. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

The  number  of  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  increased  from  4  in  1954 
to  30  in  1955.  Of  these  cases  23  occurred  in  women  between  the  ages 
of  20  and  35,  but  this  is  not  surprising  as  by  far  the  greatest  number  of 
children  are  born  to  mothers  in  this  age  group. 

There  were  5  cases  notified  in  women  between  the  ages  of  15  and 
20.  The  increased  number  of  notifications  of  this  disease  is  to  be 
deprecated  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  all  of  these  cases  occurred 
in  mothers  who  had  been  confined  in  hospital. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

There  were  7  isolated  cases  of  acute  poliomyelitis  in  the  City  as 
compared  with  no  cases  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these  cases  2  were  of  a 
paralytic  nature  and  5  non-paralytic.  The  2  paralytic  cases  occurred  in 
adults.  It  was  not  possible  to  establish  any  connection  between  any  of 
the  cases  notified.  There  were  no  deaths  due  to  this  disease. 


Dysentery. 

There  were  40  cases  of  dysentery  notified  as  compared  with  one  in 
1954  and  14  in  1953.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  disease  is  becoming 
more  prevalent  in  the  country  and  there  are  still  many  cases  which  do  not 
even  come  to  the  notice  of  the  General  Practitioners.  The  control  of  the 
disease  is  difficult  and  where  an  outbreak  occurs  in  an  institution  it  often 
continues  for  a  long  time.  Very  strict  methods  of  hygiene  have  to  be 
instituted  and  even  then  the  disease  tends  to  linger.  One  outbreak 
occurred  amongst  the  boarders  at  a  private  school  and  it  was  not  possible 
to  establish  where  the  first  case  was  infected.  Unfortunately,  many  persons 
harbour  the  germ  without  showing  symptoms,  i.e.  they  are  carriers  and 
are  always  a  potential  danger  to  the  rest  of  the  community. 


Malaria. 

Malaria  is  not  a  disease  which  is  contracted  in  this  country  and  the 
2  cases  notified  during  the  year  were  both  in  persons  who  were  having 
a  recurrence  of  the  disease  which  had,  in  the  first  place,  been  caught 
abroad. 


10 


Paratyphoid  Fever. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  paratyphoid  fever  centring  around  the 
Memorial  Hospital.  The  infection  was  introduced  into  the  hospital  by  the 
admission  on  the  21st  February  of  a  male  patient  suffering  from  acute 
appendicitis.  On  admission  there  was  no  reason  to  suspect  that  this 
patient  was  suffering  from  any  infectious  condition  and  no  precautionary 
measures  were  instituted. 

On  the  23rd  the  patient  developed  symptoms  suggestive  of  intestinal 
infection.  A  stool  specimen  was  taken  and  on  the  25th  an  organism  was 
isolated  which  at  that  time  was  not  positively  indentified,  but  which 
proved  to  be  Salmonella  paratyphi  B.  The  patient,  prior  to  the  final 
identification,  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  but  due  to  over¬ 
crowding  in  the  Memorial  Hospital  and  shortage  of  nursing  staff,  it  was 
necessary  for  nurses  and  ward  orderlies  to  perform  duties  in  more  than 
one  ward.  These  circumstances  created  a  situation  which  was  favourable 
for  the  spread  of  the  infection  to  other  parts  of  the  hospital.  The  total 
number  of  persons  infected  during  the  outbreak  was  24,  16  of  whom  were 
completely  symptomless  and  whose  infection  could  be  demonstrated  only 
by  laboratory  methods.  The  remaining  8  had  signs  and  symptoms  of 
active  illness.  Of  the  24  persons  infected,  5  were  members  of  the  hospital 
staff  and  19  were  patients.  One  of  the  nursing  staff  and  7  of  the  patients 
showed  symptoms  of  the  disease. 

Measures  taken  to  control  the  infection  included  the  discharge  from 
hospital  of  all  patients  whose  clinical  condition  permitted  of  this  provided 
that  as  far  as  could  be  demonstrated  they  had  not  become  infected  with 
paratyphoid  fever.  As  a  safeguard  to  the  general  public,  these  patients 
were  kept  under  supervision  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  the 
areas  to  which  they  were  discharged,  to  ensure  that  early  detection  of  any 
infection  was  possible,  should  this  occur.  Four  of  these  patients  did  later 
show  that  they  were  infected,  but  gave  no  rise  to  secondary  cases  amongst 
the  general  public. 

Other  measures  to  combat  the  infection  included  the  frequent 
routine  examination  of  specimens  from  the  hospital  staff  and  the  remaining 
patients,  in  order  to  detect  at  the  earliest  possible  time,  any  symptomless 
infections  which  might  develop.  This  measure  did,  in  fact,  demonstrate 
the  presence  in  the  hospital  of  unsuspected  symptomless  carriers.  It  was 
impossible  to  consider  the  re-opening  of  the  hospital  until  the  maximum 
quarantine  period  had  elapsed  between  the  discovery  of  the  last  case, 
whether  symptomless  or  otherwise,  and  the  subsequent  check  with  resultant 
negative  findings  on  all  those,  both  patients  and  staff,  who  remained  in 
hospital.  These  conditions  were  not  fulfilled  until  the  7th  May,  when  it 
was  found  possible  to  declare  the  hospital  open  for  all  purposes. 

Although  there  is  no  doubt  at  all  about  the  direct  cause  of  intro¬ 
duction  of  infection  into  the  hospital,  all  efforts  failed  to  reveal  where  the 
original  case  acquired  his  infection.  Investigation  of  his  home  conditions 
and  contacts  in  his  social  circle  all  proved  negative. 

Throughout  the  period  of  the  outbreak  the  Control  of  Infections 
Committee  at  the  Memorial  Hospital  met  daily  in  order  to  deal  with  every 
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phase  of  the  outbreak  as  it  occurred  and  there  were  frequent  meetings  of 
larger  bodies  as  well.  The  measures  of  control  were  put  into  operation 
only  after  full  discussion  and  complete  agreement  between  all  persons 
concerned.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  hospital  is  of  necessity  always 
at  risk  of  harbouring  a  patient  who  may  have  been  admitted  in  the  in¬ 
cubation  period  of  any  form  of  infectious  disease,  but  who  on  admission 
manifests  no  symptoms  of  that  disease,  nor  does  so  until  he  has  been  in 
the  hospital  for  some  time.  This  is  a  risk  which  all  hospitals  must  run 
if  their  true  function  is  to  be  fulfilled. 


Food  Poisoning. 

During  the  year  there  were  10  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified,  4  of 
which  occurred  in  one  family,  but  as  this  case  was  not  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Health  Department  for  some  time,  the  investigations  were 
unsatisfactory.  There  were  6  single  cases  of  food  poisoning,  2  of  which 
were  due  to  Salmonella  typhimurium.  It  was  impossible  to  determine 
the  source  of  infection  in  either  of  these  cases. 


Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  30  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were 
notified  which  represents  a  decrease  of  36  over  the  year  1954.  There 
were,  however,  a  total  of  7  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  notified 
which  represents  an  increase  of  5  over  the  year  1954. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  (respiratory  and  non- 
respiratory)  notified  was  37  which  is  a  very  encouraging  decrease  when 
compared  with  the  68  cases  notified  in  1954.  The  incidence  per  thousand 
population  of  tuberculosis  of  all  types  was  .682.  There  were  8  deaths 
due  to  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  none  due  to  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 
This  gives  a  tuberculosis  death  rate  of  0.15.  The  corresponding  figure  for 
England  and  Wales  for  the  year  was  0.15. 
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SECTION  III 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE. 


The  Weather. 

1955  was  certainly  a  vast  improvement  on  1954  as  regards  weather. 
It  was  a  dry  year  with  rain  on  145  days  and  the  summer  months  were 
certainly  very  much  warmer  than  the  previous  year.  There  were  18.83"  of 
rain  and  this  represents  88%  of  the  average  yearly  rainfall.  1953  was  a  drier 
year  with  only  17.98"  of  rain  and  144  rain  days  but  in  that  year  the 
summer  was  rather  wet  and  by  no  means  as  warm  as  in  1955.  Meticulous 
records  of  the  rainfall  at  74  London  Road,  Peterborough,  were  kept  by 
Mr.  E.  H.  Colman  and  table  VII  showing  the  rainfall  month  by  month  will 
be  found  in  the  appendix. 

1955  was  noteworthy  for  the  fact  that  the  rainfall  of  11.70"  in  the 
first  six  months  was  20%  above  the  average  whereas  the  7.13"  in  the  last 
six  months  was  40%  below  it.  In  no  month  from  July  onwards  did  the 
rainfall  exceed  the  average.  This  is  almost  an  exact  reversal  of  1949,  a  year 
which  was  on  the  whole  dry  to  June  (6.76")  and  wet  afterwards  (11.34"). 

The  six  summer  months  (April — September)  with  8.66"  were  the  driest 
since  1913  when  8.31"  fell  though  1947  runs  it  very  close.  The  six  winter 
months  (October,  1954 — March,  1955)  were  the  wettest  since  1946/47 
which  included  the  long  snowy  period.  It  is  unusual  to  record  that  in  no 
month  in  1955  did  the  amount  of  rain  reach  3".  This  last  occurred  in  1945. 
There  was  an  absolute  drought  for  the  18  days  from  15th  July  to  1st 
August,  but  partial  drought  existed  for  50  days  from  21st  June  to  9th 
August  during  which  period  only  .47"  of  rain  fell. 

Tuesday,  17th  May,  was  the  wettest  day  of  1955,  when  heavy  rain 
fell  all  day,  and  was  followed  by  snow  at  night,  and  subsequent  frost,  the 
total  being  1.12". 


Housing. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  waiting  list  on  1st  January,  1956, 
exceeded  by  52  the  number  on  the  waiting  list  on  1st  January,  1955,  this 
figure  despite  the  fact  that  the  population  of  Peterborough  has  dropped 
by  30. 

The  number  of  new  houses  constructed  by  the  Corporation  in  1955 
was  76  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  This,  coupled  with  the  fact  that 
the  waiting  list  has  increased  by  52,  is  a  matter  which  must  be  viewed 
with  some  concern.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  until  each  and  every  family 
in  the  City  of  Peterborough  is  provided  with  separate  and  adequate  hous¬ 
ing  accommodation  of  good  standard,  there  will  be  inevitably  a  certain 
amount  of  ill-health  which  can  be  regarded  as  directly  attributable  to 
housing  conditions. 

There  has  been  a  drop  of  10  in  the  number  of  lodger  applicants 
on  the  waiting  list  as  at  1st  January,  1956.  This  drop  is  encouraging  for 
there  is  no  doubt  that,  where  families  share  a  house,  there  is  inevitably 
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some  strife  which  often  results  in  mental  ill-health.  The  number  of 
applicants  for  old  persons’  bungalows  increased  from  30  to  53.  There  is 
no  doubt,  of  course,  that,  throughout  the  country  generally,  the  structure 
of  the  population  shows  that  there  are  more  old  people  now  than  ever 
before  and  the  picture  for  the  future  is  that  this  number  will  still  further 
increase.  Bearing  this  fact  in  mind,  it  might  be  advisable  in  the  housing 
programme  to  include  more  houses  for  old  persons.  It  is  debatable  whether 
old  persons  should  be  accommodated  in  blocks  of  flats  or  bungalows  or 
whether  they  should  be  seeded  amongst  the  general  population.  If  the 
latter  method  is  adopted  it  would  mean  that  the  old  persons  would  be 
part  of  a  general  community  and  that  they  could  then  be  of  assistance  to 
younger  families,  for  example  in  the  question  of  baby  sitting.  They,  too, 
would  no  doubt  benefit  by  having  young  people  around  them  for  between 
the  very  old  and  the  very  young  there  seems  to  be  a  strong  bond. 

There  are  241  licensed  caravans  in  the  city  and  94  of  the  applicants 
for  housing  accommodation  were  from  caravan  dwellers.  It  would  appear 
that  living  in  a  caravan  permanently  does  not  appeal  to  everyone. 

Of  the  total  of  1,107  on  the  waiting  list  attention  must  be  drawn 
to  the  fact  that  663  or  more  than  half  only  made  application  for  housing 
accommodation  during  the  year,  and  therefore,  have  only  been  on  the 
waiting  list  for  a  relatively  short  period.  It  is  also  of  interest  to  note  that 
794  or  72%  on  the  waiting  list  had  either  no  children  or  only  one  child 
at  the  time  of  application. 

Whereas  the  number  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  has  dropped, 
the  number  of  privately  built  houses  increased  by  80  over  the  previous 
year.  During  1955  there  were  217  such  houses  built. 

There  are  still  a  number  of  families  living  in  temporary  housing 
accommodation  on  Westwood  Camp  and  in  the  flats  at  123  Oundle  Road. 
This  accommodation  falls  far  short  of  the  ideal.  The  following  quotation 
is  taken  from  an  article  in  Knight’s  Official  Advertiser  of  the  1st  December, 
1855,  under  the  title  “Improved  Dwellings’’: — 

“.  .  .  .  And  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that,  while  we  attach 
no  mean  value  to  the  improvement  of  drainage  and  water 
supplies,  to  ventilation  and  still  more  to  the  better  internal 
distribution  of  all  the  accessories  of  residence,  we  believe  that 
even  the  absence  of  ordinary  art  in  the  character  of  houses, 
may  have  something  to  do  with  that  state  of  mind  and  frame 
which  invites  the  attack  of  disease.’’ 

These  words  written  one  hundred  years  ago  are  equally  applicable 
today  and  no  one  can  say  that  there  is  either  art  or  character  about  the 
accommodation  in  question. 

Water  Supply. 

Once  again  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  course,  distribution  or 
treatment  of  the  Corporation’s  main  water  supply  nor  has  any  new 
plant  been  installed. 

The  supply  has  at  all  times  been  adequate  in  quantity  to  meet  the 
demands  and  repeated  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  showed 
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that  after  treatment  the  water  was  of  a  satisfactory  standard  for  domestic, 
trade  and  agricultural  use.  There  has  been,  however,  a  variation  in  the 
bacteriological  quality  of  the  untreated  water,  but  this  is  only  to  be 
expected. 

The  temporary  hardness  of  the  water  averaged  240  parts  per  million, 
whereas  the  permanent  hardness  varied  from  50  to  140  parts  per  million. 
These  figures  are  rather  high. 

Hardness  of  water  is  objectionable  in  that  it  is  wasteful  on  soap, 
it  deposits  in  pipes  and  boilers  forming  a  scale  which  may  occlude  the 
former  or  cause  wastage  of  fuel  in  heating  the  latter.  It  is  not  so  satis¬ 
factory  for  horticultural  purposes  while  in  public  laundries  the  curd  adheres 
to  the  articles,  giving  them  a  dirty  appearance  when  finished.  Bearing 
this  in  mind  it  might  be  advisable  to  pass  part  of  the  water  through  a 
base-exchange  softening  plant  to  remove  the  whole  of  the  hardness  and 
subsequently  mixing  the  softened  portion  with  the  hard  portion  of  the  water 
in  such  a  way  as  to  give  a  final  figure  for  hardness  of  80-100  parts  per 
million.  This  would  undoubtedly  make  the  water  much  more  acceptable 
to  the  consumers. 

The  average  daily  consumption  within  the  City  was  2,795,000 
gallons  which  represents  an  increase  of  170,000  gallons  over  last  year  and 
represents  a  consumption  of  51.5  gallons  per  head  per  day.  In  addition 
1,428,000  gallons  were  supplied  daily  to  neighbouring  Authorities.  This 
represents  an  increase  of  158,000  gallons  per  day.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
the  increase  in  consumption  during  1955,  during  which  year  the  weather 
was  much  better  than  in  1954.  The  number  of  dwellings  in  the  City  with 
direct  water  supplied  by  tap  in  the  house  was  17,031,  supplying  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  52,613.  The  number  of  dwellings  with  water  supplied  by  standpipe 
was  505  and  the  number  of  dwellings  with  private  supplies  from  wells, 
springs,  etc.,  was  5. 


Public  Slipper  Baths. 

The  number  of  persons  using  the  Corporation’s  Public  Slipper  Baths 
in  Trinity  Street  was  34,527.  This  represents  a  weekly  average  of  664 
persons  and  represents  a  decrease  of  8  persons  per  week  as  compared  with 
1954.  The  fall  away  in  attendance  is  in  conformity  with  the  pattern  which 
has  been  going  on  for  some  years.  It  is  again  interesting  to  note  that 
male  attendances  at  the  Public  Baths  are  still  greatly  in  excess  of  female 
attendances.  During  the  year  under  review  19,912  more  men  attended 
than  women.  Old  age  pensioners  using  the  Public  Slipper  Baths  do  so  at 
a  reduced  rate  and  during  the  year  463  old  age  pensioners  made  use  of 
this  facility. 


Public  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool. 

The  Swimming  Pool  was  open  to  the  public  from  7th  May  to  14th 
September  daily  between  the  hours  of  7  a.m.  and  9  p.m.  The  number  of 
bathers  during  this  period  was  142,460  and  the  number  of  spectators  was 
29,475.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1954  were  79,741  swimmers  and 
15,413  spectators.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  large  increase  in  both  the 
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number  of  swimmers  and  spectators  can  be  attributed  to  the  much  better 
weather  during  the  summer  of  1955,  although  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
there  was  a  substantial  increase  of  both  swimmers  and  spectators  as  com¬ 
pared  with  1953,  which  was  also  a  good  year. 

Regular  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  Pool  and  submitted 
for  laboratory  examination.  All  these  samples  showed  the  water  to  be  of 
suitable  bacterial  and  chemical  quality  for  use  in  the  Swimming  Pool. 


Public  Cleansing  and  Scavenging. 

There  are  approximately  19,500  moveable  ashbins  in  use  in  the  City. 
During  the  year  one  new  Paxit  diesel  refuse  vehicle  of  18  cubic  yard 
capacity  was  purchased  to  replace  an  older  vehicle  which  had  only  had 
an  1 1  cubic  yard  capacity.  There  were  no  other  changes  during  the  year. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  sewerage  purification  works  at  Fengate  have  been  virtually 
completed.  Certain  sections  have  been  put  into  operation  and  work  has 
been  commenced  on  the  administration  block. 

The  Southern  Area  pumping  station  has  been  almost  completed,  new 
pumps  have  been  installed  at  Fulbridge  Road  and  Werrington  and  work 
has  commenced  at  the  Thorpe  Road  pumping  -station. 

Approximately  400  yards  of  sewers  varying  from  12"  to  9"  in 
diameter  have  been  constructed  from  the  pumping  station  in  Fulbridge 
Road  towards  Paston  Ridings.  In  the  Walton  and  Werrington  areas 
approximately  26  yards  of  sewers  varying  from  15"  to  9"  in  diameter  were 
completed. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  still  a  number  of  properties  not  on  the  water  carriage 
sewerage  system.  This  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  in  the  Longthorpe  area 
43  buckets  and  one  tank  are  regularly  emptied  by  the  City  Engineer’s 
Department,  while  in  the  Newark  area  there  are  29  buckets  which  are  so 
emptied. 
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SECTION  IV 
MISCELLANEOUS 


Health  Education. 

Most  workers  in  the  field  of  public  health  are  now  agreed  that 
health  programmes  can  only  be  effective  with  the  understanding,  the  support 
and  the  participation  of  the  citizens.  The  Health  Educator  must  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  seeing  that  the  public  are  well  informed  as  to  what  they  themselves 
can  do  to  improve  their  own  health,  that  of  their  families  and  the  community 
in  general.  To  rely  on  legislation  without  active  community  support  would 
be  to  considerably  cut  down  future  improvement  in  health.  People  will  not 
be  able  to  co-operate  to  the  full  unless  they  are  aware  of  all  the  services 
available  to  them.  WTh  this  in  mind  it  was  decided  to  launch  out  on  an 
extended  programme  of  Health  Education  lectures  in  the  City.  To  start  off 
with  some  50  adult  organisations  in  the  City  were  circularised  to  the  effect 
that  lecturers  from  the  City  Health  Department  would  be  prepared  to  speak 
to  the  various  organisations  on  environmental  health.  A  list  of  suggested 
topics  for  talks  was  enclosed  but  it  was  stressed  that  talks  would  be  given 
on  any  topic  requested.  The  response  to  this  circularisation  was  most 
encouraging,  but  as  most  organisations  had  already  prepared  the  first  half 
of  their  winter’s  programme  the  requests  for  speakers  to  address  meetings 
were  mainly  for  1956  and  therefore  will  not  be  included  in  this  report. 

In  an  endeavour  to  boost  the  Clean  Food  Campaign  a  circular  letter 
was  sent  to  the  managements  of  all  cafes  and  restaurants  in  the  City  asking 
them  to  co-operate  in  the  Campaign  by  allowing  their  staff  to  attend  a  lecture 
followed  by  a  discussion  in  the  Town  Hall  on  one  of  two  dates.  The 
response  was  fairly  encouraging  as  32  persons  attended  the  first  lecture 
and  22  the  second.  Unfortunately,  however,  a  large  proportion  of  the  firms 
did  not  take  advantage  of  the  offer  at  all  and  it  is  felt  that  these  were 
perhaps  the  firms  which  needed  most  education. 

It  is  intended  to  repeat  the  experiment  during  1956  and  to  try  and 
ensure  that  at  least  one  representative  from  each  firm  attends  and  to  try  and 
persuade  managements  that  this  representative  should  be  appointed  to  super¬ 
vise  the  hygiene  standards  of  the  premises  and  the  personnel.  It  is  not 
intended  in  this  way  to  remove  from  each  individual  the  responsibility  for 
hygiene,  etc.,  hut  if  one  person  were  given  some  specific  responsibility  in 
this  matter  and  u^uld  act  as  liaison  officer  between  management  and  Health 
Department,  much  might  be  achieved. 

Nineteen  sets  of  Ministry  of  Food  Hygiene  posters  were  despatched 
to  firms  in  the  City  at  their  request. 


International  Certificates. 

During  the  year  211  International  Certificates  were  franked  in  the 
Department.  These  were  made  up  as  follows:— 


Smallpox: — 

148 

Cholera: — 

36 

Others: 

27 

17 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  compulsorily  remove  any  persons  under 
the  above  Act  during  1955.  The  few  cases  which  were  referred  to  the 
Department  were  dealt  with  in  other  ways,  by  voluntary  admission  to 
hospital  or  by  the  co-operation  of  the  County  Health  Department  in  provid¬ 
ing  the  services  of  home  helps  or  district  nurses. 


Medical  Examinations. 

During  the  year  31  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  for  persons 
entering  the  employ  of  the  Corporation  and  5  were  carried  out  for  the 
Combined  Police  Authority. 
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APPENDIX 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1955 

Area  of  C'ity  in  Acres  . 

10,022 

Population: — Census  1951 

53,412 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate 

(Mid.  1954) 

54,240 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate 

(Mid.  1955) 

*54,210 

Density  of  Population;  persons  per  acre 

5.08 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (End  of  1954) 

17,322 

Number  of  Inhabited  blouses  (End  of  1955) 

17,642 

Housing  Density;  houses  per  acre 

1.76 

Mean  number  of  occupants  per  house 

3.07 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  October,  1955 

£402,219 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  . 

£1,656/18/2 

*  Statistics  in  this  Report  are  based  on  this  estimate  of  resident  population. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1955 

Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  .  .  . 

457 

395 

852 

Illegitimate  . 

31 

22 

53 

Total  Live  Births  . 

488 

417 

905 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

resident  population: 

16.69 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  .  . 

8 

8 

16 

Illegitimate  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

Total  Still  Births  . 

9 

8 

17 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still) 

births: 

18.44 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population: 

0.31 

Total  Birth  Rate  (Live  and  Still)  per 

1,000  population: 

17.00 

(Comparability  factor  1.00) 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Numbers  during  year 

337 

301 

638 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

• 

11.77 

Index  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population: 

11.18 

(Comparability  factor  0.95) 
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Maternal  Mortality 

(Number  of  women  dying  as  a  result  of  childbirth — 

Heading  No.  30  in  the  Registrar-General’s  Short  List) 

Deaths  Rate  per  1,000 
Total  Births 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .  1  1.08 

Infant  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age) 

Male  Female  Total 

11  13  24 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births:  26.52 

Neonatal  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age) 

Male  Female  Total 

7  12  19 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births:  20.99 

OTHER  STATISTICS  1955 

Deaths  from  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  (all  ages)  .  96 

,,  ,,  Other  Cardiac  Conditions  (all  ages)  .  107 

,,  ,,  Malignant  Neoplasm  (all  ages)  .  103 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 
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TABLE  I 

BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  DEATH-RATES,  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR,  1955 

Figures  for  the  City  of  Peterborough,  and,  where  available, 
for  England  and  Wales. 


City  of  Peterborough 

England  & 
Wales 

BIRTHS:— 

Nos. 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian 
Population 

Live  .  . 

905 

16.69 

15.0 

Still  . 

17 

0.31 

0.35 

DEATHS:— 

All  causes  . 

638 

11.77 

11.7 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
Fevers  . 

2 

0.04 

0.10 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria  . 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis  . 

8 

0.15 

0.15 

Influenza 

7 

0.13 

0.07 

Smallpox  .  . 

0 

0.00 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (includ¬ 
ing  Polioencephalitis) : — 

0 

0.00 

0.01 

Pneumonia  . 

32 

0.59 

0.51 

NOTIFICATIONS:— 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

8 

0.15 

0.02 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0 

0.00 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

18 

0.33 

0.73 

Whooping  Cough 

280 

5.17 

1.78 

Diphtheria  . 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

0.04 

0.10 

Smallpox  . 

0 

0.00 

— 

Measles  . 

1206 

22.25 

15.61 

Pneumonia  . 

41 

0.76 

0.63 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (includ¬ 
ing  Polioencephalitis) : — 
Paralytic  . 

2 

0.04 

0.08 

Non-Paralytic  . 

5 

0.09 

0.06 

Food  Poisoning  . 

10 

0.18 

0.28 

Acute  Encephalitis 

1 

0.02 

— 

Malaria  . 

2 

0.04 

— 

Dysentery  . 

40 

0.74 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  . 

0 

0.00 

0.00 

TABLE  I — Continued 


City  of  Peterborough 

England  & 
Wales 

Nos. 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

MORTALITY:— 

Infant  Deaths  under  one 
year  of  age  . 

24 

26.52 

24.9 

Infant  Deaths  under  four 
weeks  of  age  . 

19 

20.99 

Nos. 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births 

Women  dying  as  a  result 

of  childbirth 

1 

1.08 

NOTIFICATIONS: 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

30 

32.54 

17.79 

22 


TABLE  II 


STATISTICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1955 


Causes  of  Death  as  given  in  the 
Registrar-General’ s  Short  List 

Numbers 

Rates  per 
1,000  pop. 

Rates  per 
1,000 
Deaths 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

7  | 

1 

8 

0.148 

12.539 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0  | 

0 

0 

0.000 

0.000 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

1 

0 

1 

0.018 

1.567 

Diphtheria  . 

0 

0 

0 

0.000 

0.000 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

0.000 

0.000 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0 

0 

0 

0.000 

0.000 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0.000 

0.000 

Measles  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

0.000 

0.000 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases  . 

0 

1 

1 

0.018 

1.567 

Malignant  Neoplasm;  stomach 

12 

6 

18 

0.332 

28.213 

Malignant  Neoplasm;  lung, 

bronchus 

18 

3 

21 

0.387 

32.915 

Malignant  Neoplasm;  breast 

1 

10 

11 

Malignant  Neoplasm;  uterus 

0 

4 

4 

Other  Malignant  and  Lym- 

phatic  Neoplasms  . 

23 

26 

49 

0.904 

76.803 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

0 

0 

0 

0.000 

0.000 

Diabetes  . 

3 

4 

7 

0.129 

10.972 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous 

System  . 

44 

58 

102 

1.882 

159.875 

Coronary  Disease,  angina  . 

56 

40 

96 

1.770 

150.470 

Hypertension  with  heart 

Disease 

6 

2 

8 

0.148 

12.539 

Other  heart  disease 

51 

48 

99 

1.826 

155.172 

Other  circulatory  disease 

14 

9 

23 

0.424 

36.050 

Influenza  .  . 

6 

1 

7 

0.129 

10.972 

Pneumonia 

13 

19 

32 

0.590 

50.157 

Bronchitis 

15 

9 

24 

0.443 

37.618 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

1 

1 

2 

0.037 

3.135 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and 

duodenum 

4 

2 

6 

0.110 

9.404 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarr- 

hoea  .  . 

1 

0 

0.018 

1.567 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

5 

7 

12 

0.221 

18.809 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

4 

0 

4 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

6 

3 

9 

0.166 

14.107 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

25 

34 

59 

1.088 

92.486 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

8 

2 

10 

0.185 

15.674 

All  other  accidents  . 

7 

6 

13 

0.240 

20.376 

Suicide 

6 

4 

10 

0.185 

15.674 

Homicide  and  operations  of 

war  . 

0 

0 

0 

0.000 

0.000 

TOTALS 

337 

301 

|  638 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1955 


23 


24 


TABLE  IV 
TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1955 


Age  |  New  Cases  |  Deaths 


Periods 

Non- 

1 

Non- 

|  Respiratory  | 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M  I  F 


M 


F 


M  |  F  |  M  |  F 


0- 

1- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65-  and 
upwards 

Totals 

1955 


Totals 

1954 


Totals 

1953 


2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

5 

2 


2 

1 

2 

1 

3 


1 


21  I  9 


39  I  27 


21 


19 


1 

1 


2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1  | 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2  | 

1 

—  |  1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  — 

TABLE  V 

Tuberculosis  Register  at  31st  December,  1955 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

No.  on  Register  1/1/1955 

157 

145 

7 

1 

Notified  during  1955 

25 

18 

2 

6 

Removed  during  1955 

19 

14 

— 

1 

No.  on  Register  31/12/1955 

163 

149 

9 

6 

25 


TABLE  VI 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 


No.  on  Waiting  List  as  at  1st  January,  1955  .  1,055 

New  applications  received  during  year  .  663 

TOTAL  1,718 

No.  of  applicants  housed  or  removed  from  Register 

during  1955  .  320 

Applications  cancelled  during  year  .  291 

TOTAL  611 

No.  on  Waiting  List  as  at  1st  January  1956  1,107 

No.  of  houses  erected  by  Council — 1955 

2  and  3  bedroom  type  211 

Single  Persons’  Flats  80 

TOTAL  291 


TABLE  VII 

Rainfall  at  74  London  Road,  Peterborough — 1955 

Difference  % 


from  Average 

of 

Total 

Deficit 

Excess 

Average 

January 

2.02 

.02 

101 

1'  ebruary 

2.33 

.92 

165 

March 

1.74 

.41 

131 

April 

.63 

1.01 

38 

May 

2.78 

.98 

154 

June 

2.20 

.67 

144 

July 

.20 

2.07 

9 

August 

1.14 

.82 

42 

September 

1.71 

,i9 

90 

October 

1.64 

.25 

87 

November 

1.01 

1.09 

48 

December 

1.43 

.21 

87 

TOTAL 

18.83 

5.64 

3.00 

88 

Deficit  2.64 


CITY  OF  PETERBOROUGH 


II. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR 


1955 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Office, 
Town  Hall, 
Peterborough. 

1956. 


To  The  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Peterborough. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  the  year  1955,  this  being 
my  seventh  Annual  Report,  and  the  forty-fifth  in  the  series. 

I  would  draw  attention  to  the  large  increase  in  complaints  mentioned 
in  the  paragraph  under  the  heading  “Inspections  and  Complaints.’’  Approx¬ 
imately  50%  of  the  houses  in  the  City  are  in  a  category  which  can  be 
considered  to  be  good  housing  accommodation  (five  or  six  roomed  houses) 
and  must  be  protected  from  disrepair.  Even  now  with  the  expansion  of  the 
Council  Estates,  these  houses  constitute  the  greater  part  of  tenanted  houses 
in  the  City. 

During  this  year,  a  survey  was  made  of  houses  of  a  type  appropriate  for 
inclusion  in  Clearance  Areas  and  it  was  found  that  304  houses  were  suitable 
for  immediate  condemnation  with  143  in  a  slightly  better  condition.  The 
Council  decided  to  deal  with  all  the  former  houses  within  the  next  five  years 
but,  so  that  the  sites  may  be  developed,  the  number  of  houses  demolished  will 
be  greater  than  this  number. 

You  will  notice  that  variety  has  been  aimed  at  in  the  sampling  of  Food. 
It  will  also  be  noted  that  19  samples  of  sausages — a  controversial  food — have 
been  taken  and  the  meat  content  in  twelve  was  well  above  the  65%  suggested 
as  a  minimum  standard  by  the  Association  of  Public  Analysts. 

Slaughtering  continues  to  be  done  in  eight  of  the  nine  Licensed 
Slaughterhouses  within  the  City  and  slaughtering  hours  have  now  settled  down 
to  a  regular  time  table,  making  meat  inspection  much  easier  than  last  year 
although  it  is  necessary,  because  of  the  hours  recognised  by  the  Meat  Regu- 
ations,  to  do  a  certain  amount  of  meat  inspection  out  of  hours. 

As  you  are  aware,  Mr.  A.  Morton  has  been  attending  the  Technical 
College  for  his  Building  Construction  Course  which  should  be  completed  next 
May  after  which  he  will  be  attending  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Examination 
Course;  most  likely  at  the  Polytechnic  in  London.  I  am  pleased  to  report 
that  at  the  end  of  the  first  year,  his  examination  results  were  excellent. 

From  February  until  August,  the  Department  was  without  one 
Additional  Inspector  when  Mr.  Bailey  came  from  Lowestoft  to  take  up  his 
duties,  otherwise  the  Staff  remains  as  last  year. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  the  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  support,  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  the 
members  of  my  staff  for  their  co-operation  and  loyal  help. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  HALL, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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INSPECTIONS  AND  COMPLAINTS 

Complaints  of  defects  and  nuisances  numbered  508  (excluding  rat  and 
mice  complaints). 

Last  year  I  had  the  temerity  to  infer  that  this  number  would  remain 
at  approximately  400  having  done  so  for  four  years,  but  these  complaints 
have  increased  by  107  this  year.  This  increase  is  an  indication  of  the  amount 
of  disrepair  amongst  houses  which  arc  normally  considered  fit  for  repair  and 
improvement — good  five  or  six  roomed  houses.  The  reason  for  this  disrepair 
is  not  so  much  high  cost  of  repairs  and  unwillingness  on  the  Owners’  part 
as  to  the  great  dearth  of  jobbing  builders  and  workmen.  It  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  to  obtain  tenders  to  do  work  in  default  of  Owners 
because  of  this  scarcity.  The  Council  themselves  do  as  much  work  as  is 
possible  but  on  occasions  it  is  necessary  to  ask  private  builders  to  do  this 
work  for  the  Council. 

It  was  necessary,  to  ensure  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  to  serve  48 
Statutory  Notices,  the  remainder  of  the  work  enforced  by  the  Department  be¬ 
ing  done  on  intimation  to  the  person  responsible. 


Statutory  Notices  Served: — 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936 


Number  of 

Section 

Notices 

Result 

No. 


9 

11 


7  Work  completed  by  Owner  4 

Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year  3 

3  Houses  closed  1 

Houses  demolished  2 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 
92  6 


Work  completed  by  Owner  2 

Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year 
(At  time  of  completing  report — 
abated).  4 


24 

269 

45 

39 


14  Work  completed  by  Owner  12 

Work  completed  by  Local  Authority  2 

1  Owner  of  site  prosecuted  for  keeping 

3  Caravans  on  unlicensed  site  for 
more  than  42  days  1 

2  Work  completed  by  Owner  1 

Work  completed  by  Local  Authority  1 

15  Work  completed  by  Owner  7 

Work  completed  by  Local  Authority  8 


5 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


I  give  below  an  abridged  list  of  nuisances  abated  and  defects  remedied: 


Drains  relaid,  repaired,  cleansed,  etc.  .  230 

W.C.’s  and  urinals  repaired,  renewed  or  reconstructed  67 

Roofs  repaired,  rain-water  pipes  renewed,  etc  .  120 

Chimney  stacks  rebuilt,  etc,  walls  rebuilt  and  repaired  7 
Woodwork  repaired  (floors,  windows,  doors,  etc.)  49 

Water  laid  on  inside  houses  .  6 

New  sinks  fixed,  waste  pipes  refitted,  etc.  .  13 

Accumulations  of  refuse  and  manure  removed  .  2 

Miscellaneous  .  90 


Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

By  arrangement,  the  requirements  before  a  caravan  would  be  granted 
a  site  licence  are  initially  stated  by  the  Town  Planning  Authority.  The 
City  Council’s  interests  as  regards  sanitation,  water  supply  and  space  between 
caravans  are  protected  by  these  requirements,  which  are  included  in 
conditions  stated  in  the  Town  Planning  licences.  This  does  not  preclude 
independent  action  by  the  City  Council  in  refusal  of  licences  and  if  neces¬ 
sary  institution  of  Court  proceedings.  Three  site  owners  were  prosecuted 
during  the  year  resulting  in  one  site  being  closed  and  the  other  two  sites 
being  acquired  by  new  owners  to  improve  conditions. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  241  caravans  were  on  56  sites. 


Infectious  Diseases 

Terminal  Disinfection. — This  is  now  only  carried  out  in  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  this  figure  has  dropped  from  73  to  29. 


Infestations 

During  this  year  10  premises  were  disinfested  by  spraying  and  8 
filthy  premises  were  cleansed.  This  is  a  slight  increase  on  last  year  but 
in  any  case,  in  a  City  of  this  size,  is  very  small. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  now  two  Common  Lodging  Houses,  catering  for  a  total  of 
37  persons,  registered  in  the  City  to  which  39  visits  were  paid. 
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Offensive  Trades 

The  only  offensive  trade  carried  on  in  Peterborough  is  that  of  Rag 
and  Bone  Merchant.  Offal  and  Refuse  from  the  Slaughterhouses  is  collected 
by  a  firm  of  Manure  Makers,  see  report  on  Meat  Inspection. 


Knackers  Yard 

None  practising  in  the  City. 


Fairgrounds 

Inspections  were  made  of  the  Fairs  during  the  year.  All  vans  were 
provided  with  proper  means  of  sanitation  and  water  supply.  The  premises 
at  which  food  was  sold  or  given  away  as  prizes  received  the  Department’s 
attention. 


Provision  of  Sanitary  Accommodation 

All  the  premises  which  are  licensed  at  the  Brewster  Sessions  have  been 
visited  at  regular  intervals  during  the  year;  these  include  public  houses, 
music  halls,  theatres,  cinemas  and  miscellaneous  places  of  entertainment. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938—55 


An  attempt  has  been  made  to  make  a  balanced  number  of  inspections 
to  the  various  premises  registered  or  controlled  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
and  Regulations  made  thereunder.  In  particular,  Cafes  and  Restaurant 
Kitchens  have  received  attention,  more  care  being  taken  over  the  Kitchen 
part  of  the  premises  which  is  normally  not  seen  by  the  Public.  Aid  from  the 
Public  would  help  us  in  our  work  by  insisting  on  a  higher  standard  in  the 
Cafe  part  of  the  premises  and  by  complaining  directly  to  the  Department. 


The  number  of  Shops  selling  food 
is  as  below: — 


increased  to  545  and  the  analysis 


BUTCHERS  .  67 

SHOPS  SELLING  ICE-CREAM  .  195 

WET  &  FRIED  FISH  SHOPS  .  43 

CONFECTIONERS  .  39 

GREEN  GROCERS  .  23 

GENERAL  GROCERS  .  119 

CAFES  .  59 


Total  545  (none  have 
been  counted  under 
more  than  one  heading) 


Total  visits  —  1,939 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing  Shop  premises  there  are  38  Bakehouses 
of  which  22  are  situated  at  the  rear  of  the  Bakers’  Shop. 


A  large  amount  of  redecoration,  repairs,  etc.,  have  been  carried  out  at 
these  various  premises  during  the  year. 
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Registered  Premises  Under  Section  13/14 

Except  for  occasional  traders  coming  into  the  City  area,  all  the  Ice¬ 
cream  sold  is  wrapped  or  in  tubs. 

(a)  Ice-Cream.  Ice-cream  is  manufactured  by  two  firms  in  the  City. 

These  manufacturers  pasteurise  their  ice-cream  by 
the  “Holder”  method. 

The  recording  thermometers  are  regularly  inspected 
and  checked  with  the  certified  thermometers  owned 
by  the  Department. 

There  are  195  premises  retailing  ice-cream  in  the  City  to  which 
227  visits  have  been  paid. 

(b)  Making-up  Premises.  179  visits  were  paid  to  the  49  premises 

in  the  City  ( 1  for  the  preparation  of  boiled 
crabs) .  This  does  not  include  visits  paid  to 
Making-up  premises  adjacent  to  Slaughter¬ 
houses  for  voluntary  surrender  of  unsound 
food. 


Foods  other  than  Meat 

144  requests  were  received  during  the  year  which  resulted  in  415 
Condemnation  Notes  being  issued,  covering  2,006  tins  of  food  and  1  Ton, 
17  Cwts.,  6  Sts.,  9  lbs.  of  other  foodstuffs. 
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FOOD  SAMPLING 

84  formal  and  30  informal  samples  were  obtained  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analyst  as  follows: — 


Nature  of  Sample 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Milk  . 

43 

1 

44 

Buttered  Toast  . 

3 

— 

3 

Pork  Sausage  . 

12 

— 

12 

Beef  Sausage  . 

3 

— 

3 

Jelly  . 

— 

2 

2 

Chocolate  nest  eggs  . 

— 

1 

1 

Strawberry  Jam  . 

1 

— 

1 

Raspberry  Jam  . 

1 

— 

1 

Apricot  Conserve  . 

1 

— 

1 

Bramble  Seedless  . 

1 

— 

1 

Peach  Conserve  . 

1 

— 

1 

Vinegar  . 

1 

— 

1 

Self-Raising  Flour  . 

1 

1 

2 

Butter  .  .  . 

1 

— 

1 

Raspberry  &  Gooseberry  Jam 

1 

— 

1 

Pure  Coffee  . 

1 

— 

1 

Lemonade  Crystals  . 

1 

— 

1 

Spearmint  Balls  . 

1 

— 

1 

Vanilla  Icing  Sugar 

1 

— 

1 

Orange  Drink  . 

1 

— 

1 

Giddy  Kipper  . 

— 

1 

1 

Cheese  Cake  Mixture 

— 

1 

1 

Malt  Vinegar  . 

1 

1 

2 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

— 

1 

1 

Honey  . 

1 

— 

1 

Bottled  Cream  . 

— 

1 

1 

Dripping  . 

— 

1 

1 

Margarine  . 

1 

— 

1 

Olive  Oil  . 

— 

1 

1 

Bread  and  Butter  . 

2 

— 

2 

Mustard  . 

— 

1 

1 

Lozenges  of  Sulphur 

— 

1 

1 

Edible  Cake  Confectionery  . 

— 

1 

1 

Pepper  flavoured  compound 

— 

1 

1 

Orange  flavoured  Table  Cream 

— 

1 

1 
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FOOD  SAMPLING — continued 


Nature  of  Sample 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Salmon  Paste 

— 

1 

1 

Lemon  Juice 

— 

1 

1 

Orangeade  Powder 

— 

1 

1 

Saccharin  Tablets  . 

— 

1 

1 

Seidlitz  Powder  . 

— 

1 

1 

Real  Lemon  Juice  . 

— 

1 

1 

Beef  Dripping  . 

— 

1 

1 

Lard  . 

— 

2 

2 

Apple  Vinegar  . 

— 

1 

1 

Margarine  . 

3 

— 

3 

Kettle  Cleaner  . 

— 

1 

1 

Dried  Fruit  Peel  . 

— 

1 

1 

Fish  Cakes  . 

1 

— 

1 

Cut  Mixed  Peel  . 

— 

1 

1 

Totals:  84 

30 

114 

The  average  composition  of  the  milks  gave  3.55%  Fat  and  8.69% 
Solids-not-Fat.  All  samples  of  food  taken  are  subject  to  the  Preservatives 
in  Food  Regulations. 


Mixed  Peel 

Samples  of  Mixed  Peel  taken  were  suspected  of  being  short  of  sugar 
content  which  should  be  no  lower  than  60%.  On  re-sampling,  it  was  found 
that  because  of  the  absorbent  paper  packing,  the  sugar  content  had  dissipated 
in  the  original  sample. 


Sausages 

Four  samples  of  sausages  were  taken  on  the  16th  February  of  which 
two  samples  gave  an  analysis  of  50.1%  and  52.6%  meat  content.  They  were 
both  purchased  as  pork  sausages.  On  the  same  day  two  further  samples  of 

pork  sausages,  at  the  same  price  per  pound  as  the  above,  were  taken  and 

their  analysis  was  65%  and  65.6%  meat  content. 

During  the  latter  period  of  rationing  the  meat  content  of  pork 
sausages  was  controlled  at  65%  minimum.  In  1953,  when  control  ceased,  the 
Society  of  Public  Analysts  stated  that  in  their  opinion  the  meat  content  of 

pork  sausages  should  be  not  less  than  65%.  At  the  present  time  there  is  no 

definite  standard  laid  down  statutorily  and  any  case  taken  to  court  must 
be  decided  upon  its  merits  as  to  whether  it  is  of  the  substance  demanded. 
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1  give  below  a  tabulation  of  samples  of  pork  sausages  taken  in  this 
City  since  control  ceased  :  — 


Sample  No. 

Date 

Price  per  pound 

Meat  Content 

223 

16-  3-54 

2/8 

67.4% 

224 

y  t 

3/4 

67.8%  . 

226 

t  y 

2/8 

66.8% 

227 

»  l 

2/8 

57.0% 

230 

>  > 

2/10 

62.0% 

237 

26-  5-54 

21 A 

75.0% 

239 

y  r 

2/9 

60.5% 

240 

y  y 

2/6 

84.9% 

241 

y  y 

2/7 

61.0% 

242 

y  y 

2/6 

63.1% 

300 

15-12-54 

2/6 

62.4% 

325 

16-  2-55 

2/6 

65.6% 

326 

y  y 

2/6 

65.0% 

327 

y  y 

2/6 

50.1%* 

328 

y  y 

2/6 

52.6%* 

334 

23-  3-55 

2/7 

69.3% 

335 

II 

2/6 

69.9% 

336 

i  ) 

3/2 

65.1% 

337 

f  j 

1/10 

70.5% 

Average  meat  content  was  65.05% 


Proceedings  were  taken  against  the  two  cases  marked  with  a  cross. 

The  first  case  was  dismissed  and  as  the  conditions  were  exactly  similar 
in  the  second  case,  this  was  withdrawn. 


Egg  Albumin 

It  was  reported  that  egg  albumin  from  China  contained  bacteria  which 
may  cause  food  poisoning  if  used  uncooked  but  on  enquiry  amongst  the  local 
Bakers  and  Confectioners  it  was  found  this  commodity  was  not  being  used 
in  Peterborough. 


Cream  Advertisement 

During  the  year  representations  were  made  to  a  local  purveyor  of  milk 
who  was  using  a  bottle  on  which  an  advertisement  appeared. 

“Dairy  Fresh  CREAM  order  from  your  milkman” 

“CREAM”  was  in  large  red  lettering  and  the  remainder  in  much 
smaller  blue  lettering. 
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This  in  my  opinion  was  likely  to  cause  confusion  in  the  mind  of  the 
purchaser  as  to  the  contents  of  the  bottle. 

“ASK  FOR’’  in  red  lettering  of  the  same  size  as  the  word  “CREAM’’ 
was  added  which  made  it  quite  clear  that  the  label  was  an  advertisement  and 
did  not  describe  the  contents  of  the  bottle. 

I  understand  that  this  variation  of  the  wording  on  the  label  is  now 
being  used  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (PASTEURISED  & 
STERILISED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1949 


Processing  Plants 

There  are  three  Pasteurising  Plants  for  the  treatment  of  milk  in  the 
City,  two  by  high  temperature  short  time  method  and  the  other  by  the 
“holder’’  method. 

Fifty-one  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  to  Phosphatase 
and  Methylene  Blue  tests.  All  of  which  proved  satisfactory. 

Very  little  milk  is  sold  in  the  City  which  is  not  designated.  The 
particulars  of  milk  consumed  is  approximately  the  same  as  for  last  year. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

The  number  of  licensed  Slaughterhouses  in  the  City  at  the  present 
time,  including  the  Bacon  Factory,  is  nine.  Most  of  the  animals  slaughtered 
are  at  one  or  other  of  three  Slaughterhouses,  the  remainder  being  used  for 
the  trade  of  the  Owners  thus  there  is  a  form  of  moderate  concentration  of 
slaughtering  in  the  City.  Peterborough  is  one  of  the  suggested  slaughtering 
centres  mentioned  in  the  final  report  of  the  Interdepartmental  Committee  on 
Slaughterhouses. 

In  addition  to  the  meat  consumed  in  the  City,  the  City  Slaughterhouses 
continue  to  serve  quite  a  large  area. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

It  will  be  seen  below  that  the  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
during  1955  was: — Beasts  (including  cows)  4,263;  Calves  187;  Sheep  and 
lambs  8,822;  Pigs  18,189. 

Twenty-three  cases  of  Cysticerous  Bovis  were  found. 

It  is  our  practice  for  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  the  udder  and  Tuber¬ 
culosis  in  young  calves  to  be  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  (Animal  Health  Division)  or  where  a  veterinary  surgeon  has  given 
a  certificate  he  is  notified  of  lesions  found. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  group  causes  of  condemnations  under 
headings  listed  in  the  Memorandum  regarding  the  methods  and  criteria  of 
Meat  Inspection  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  (now  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food)  for  adoption  by  Local  Authorities  and 
their  officers. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

3,962 

301 

187 

8,822 

18,189 

Number  inspected 

3,962 

301 

187 

8,822 

18,189 

All  diseases  except 
T.B  and  C.C.  whole 
carcases  condemned 

6 

6 

15 

7 

21 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

543 

64 

2 

271 

462 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  disease 
other  than  T.B.  and 
C.C. 

13.08% 

23.25% 

9.09% 

3.15% 

2.65% 

T.B.  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

8 

4 

1 

_ 

3 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

324 

31 

1 

_ 

304 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  T.B. 

8.37% 

11.62% 

1 .07% 

_ 

1.68% 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

22 

1 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by  re¬ 
frigeration 

22 

1 

___ 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and 

totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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BEEF  Stones 

(For  tuberculosis) 

8  Beasts  .  310 

4  Cows .  190 

Beef  (forequarters,  hinds  and  part  carcases)  .  152 

(For  cycticercosis) 

22  Beasts  .  989 

1  Cow  .  47  J 

(These  carcases  were  submitted  for  treatment  by  refrigeration.  The  affected 
offal  was  sent  for  disposal  by  digestion  to  Mays  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  of  Bourne). 

(Other  causes) 

1  Beast  carcase  Urinous  and  Gangrenous  .  43 

1  Cow  ,,  Dropsy  and  Septic  Mastitis  .  33^ 

1  Cow  ,,  Actinobacillosis  .  40  J 

1  Beast  ,,  Fevered  .  34 

1  Cow  ,,  Septic  Peritonitis  and  Uraemia  .  39J 

1  Beast  ,,  Multiple  Abscess  and  Pyaemia  .  43 

3  Beasts  and  3  cows  carcases  Dropsy  and/or  Emaciation  164^ 

Beef  (Bruised,  heated  and  other  causes)  .  58 

Offals  (edible) 


Head  and  Tongues:  137  (T.B.)  293|  stones;  36  (Actinomycosis)  77 
stones;  22  (Actinobacillosis,  etc.)  47  stones. 

Lungs:  179  (T.B.)  115  stones;  33  (Pleurisy,  etc.)  23|  stones. 

Livers:  52  (T.B.)  63  stones;  294  (Distoma)  357  stones;  9  (Cavernous- 
Angioma)  11  stones;  154  (Abscesses)  187  stones;  14  (Cirrhosis)  17  stones; 
20  (Miscellaneous)  24|  stones. 

Other  Edible  Offals.  165£  stones. 


SHEEP  Stones 

(For  tuberculosis)  Nil 

(Other  causes) 

6  Sheep’s  carcases  Dropsy  and/or  Emaciation  .  22  J 

1  ,,  ,,  Septic  Metritis  . .  6 

Mutton  (bruised,  etc)  .  7 

Offals 


Livers:  34  (Parasites)  9|  stones;  68  (Other  causes)  19i  stones. 

Other  Edible  Offals.  37  stones 


PIGS  Stones 

(For  tuberculosis) 

3  Pigs  carcases  .  62| 

(Other  causes) 

5  Pigs  carcases  Erysipelas  .  36| 

1  ,,  ,,  Emaciation  . . .  10J 

2  ,,  ,,  Moribund  . 19J 

1  ,,  ,,  Jaundice  . . .  3 

1  ,,  ,,  Osteomyelitis  .  7 

11  ,,  ,,  Septic  and  Pyaemic  conditions  .  96 J 

Pork  (various  causes)  .  16 
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Offals 

Head  and  Tongues:  264  (T.B.)  274|  stones. 
Various  Offals:  262  Stones. 


CALVES 


(For  tuberculosis) 
1  Calf  carcase  .... 
(Other  causes) 

3  Calves  carcases 

M  ») 

t  t  t  t 

ft  ft 

ft  ft 

Parts  of  Carcases 


1 

3 

7 

1 


Dropsy  . 

Dropsy  and  Uraemia  ... 
Pyaemia  (2  Umbilical) 

Immaturity  . 

Moribund  . 

and  various  Offals  . 


Stones 


16| 


8  i 

17 

6 

7i 


Disposal  of  Condemned  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

All  condemned  meat  is  collected  by  Mays  and  Sons  Limited,  of  Bourne 
for  disposal  by  digestion  on  their  premises.  All  condemned  meat  and  offal 
is  immediately  coloured  green  to  ensure  that  it  will  not  be  sold  for  human 
consumption. 

Other  foods  when  condemned  are  collected  and  disposed  of  by  burying 
in  the  Council’s  tip.  Sometimes  the  food  is  poisoned  for  use  as  rat  baits. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1933—54 

No  horses  are  killed  in  the  City  and  no  horseflesh  is  retailed  for 
human  consumption. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

As  the  register  of  Factories  has  become  obsolete  revision  is  proceeding 


Number  of  Factories  on  register — Mechanical  .  178 

Number  of  Factories  on  register — Non-mechanical  .  30 

Number  of  Workplaces  on  register  .  16 

Total  224 

Number  of  inspections  (exclusive  of  those  for  revision 

purposes)  .  38 

Notices  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories: — 

Re  (a)  New  Factories  .  Nil 

(b)  Deletions  .  Nil 

(c)  Change  of  Occupier  .  Nil 

Letters  sent  to  Factory  owners  .  2 


Additional  sanitary  accommodation  was  provided  and  works  of  cleans¬ 
ing  were  carried  out  after  informal  action  by  this  Department  in  1 1  cases. 

72  visits  have  been  paid  to  64  building  sites  re:  sanitary  accommodation 
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OUTWORKERS 

Addresses  of  Outworkers: 

Received  from  employers  .  133 

Received  from  other  Councils  Nil 
Forwarded  to  other  Councils 5 


All  the  Outworkers  premises  in  the  City  have  been  visited. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Type  of  Property 


All  other 
(including 

Local 

Dwelling 

Agri- 

Business  & 

Authority 

Houses 

cultural 

Industrial) 

Total 

1.  Total  number  of 
properties  in  Local 
Authority’s 

District 

28 

17,407 

89 

1,664 

19,188 

2.  Number  of  pro- 

perties  inspected 
by  the  Local 

(a)  9 

186 

— 

62 

257 

Authority  during 
1955  as  a  result  of 

(b)  9 

518 

89 

92 

708 

(a)  of  notification 
of  (b)  survey  or 
(c)  otherwise 

(c)  6 

1,625 

_ 

1,579 

3,210 

3.  Number  of  pro- 

Major  2 

perties  (under  2) 

— 

2 

1 

5 

found  to  be  in¬ 
fested  by  rats 

Minor  14 

151 

4 

40 

209 

4.  Number  of  pro- 

perties  (under  2) 
found  to  be 

seriously  infested 
by  mice 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

5.  Number  of  in- 

tested  properties 
(under  3  and  4) 
treated  by  the 
Local  Authority 

16 

151 

6 

44 

217 

6.  Number  of  notices 

served  under  Sec¬ 
tion  4:  (1)  Treat¬ 
ment 

(2)  Structural 
Works  (i.e. 
Proofing) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

7.  Number  of  cases 

in  which  default 
action  was  taken 

by  Local  Author¬ 
ity  following  issue 
of  notice  under 
Section  4 

8.  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Number  of  ‘block’  control  schemes  carried  out  .  2. 
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All  farmers  in  the  City  area  were  reminded  by  circular  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Threshing  and  Dismantling  of  Ricks) 
Regulations,  1950  during  the  latter  part  of  October.  Under  these  Regulations 
before  a  rick  is  dismantled  it  must  be  surrounded  by  a  wire  netting  fence 
to  a  height  of  30  inches  to  prevent  the  escape  of  rats. 


